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Some Additional Remarques on the Iate 
. Book of - the Reverend Dean of | St. 
 FAUGES, 05 


SIR! | eats 
, Have read the Reflettions on the Preface to Dr. age 
' 


 flett's late Book. You have impoſed another tazk on 
- and that is, to make ſome Remarques alfo{ on the Book 
itfelf, natal of] 


The Learned Door had ſaid in his Sermon, that he daxed toſay, 
That if moſt of the Preachers at this day in the ſeparate Congregats- 
ons, were ſoberly ached their judgments, Whether it were Ig 7 for 
the prople to join with them in the publick, Aſemblies, "they would ngt 
deny it. This Mr. Alſop fays he believes they would flatly deny, and 
ſpeaks it with confidence. To which the Dr. replics. Horrone? 


1 think 10 man doubts of his confidence that ever looked into his book : 
but in this matttr he is ſo brick, , that he ſaith, he doth not queſtian 
that he ſhould carry it by the poll; and is withal fo indiſcreet, 46. 
this occaſion to ih» fry the poll'of Nonconformiſts 4+ Guil dhall,es 
though all that gave their votes there, had owned theſe pronciples of 
ſeparation ; for which many of thoſe Gentlemen W4, [ grue him: fttle 
thanks ; and is a very unreaſonable boaſting of their numbers. Page 
"Bhs [ think'is one of the wildeſt conclyſiogs-that ever was infer- 

red fram any afſertion. deb of ſaid, that he dared co affirm, 
tht molt Nercrfrmi? Mites would ackagnled Cer ar 
asked) the lawfolnels of peoples ini in publick Aſſemblies. My. 
A. 1s of another opiton, and Yes hey,(4.7. the Nonconforme 
alata | ; | ing 

? 


(2: — 
ing Miniſters ) would flatly deny it; and ſays he, Let theſe men be 
. brought to the poll, I queſtion not they will carry it \, and I ſuppoſe that 
though the Dr. preached inthe (happel;"he never took the- poll of the 
Nonconformiſts ( 5. e. the Preachers, in -Gusldbell ) The meaning 
of all which is plainly no more but this : Mr. A. believes that more 
of the Nonconforming Minifters would deny, than affirm the law- 
fulneſs of joining in Parochial Churches z and that if they were 
numbred, thoſe that are for the negative. would carry it. 'And to 
rebate the Drs. confidence of the affirmative, he adds, that tho' he 
preached in the Chappel, \yet he never took the poll of the N o#- 
conformifts in the Hall, and therefore may be out and miſtaken con- 
cerning them. | 

How can the Dr. infer from hence, that Mr. A. doth indiſcreetly 
triumph in the number of Noncap's in general, when he ſpake onl 
of their Preachers? How can he infer that Mr. eL. would ſugg 
that all that gave their votes there, : did own the principles of ſc- 
paration , when he ſpake not. one - word concerning them ? 
Some men_ may want perſons ta libel and expoſe ; but at this 
fate *twill be hard to want pretences and occaſions for itz and the 
Dr. deſerves as little thanks for traducing Mr. A. as be would have 
deſerved if he had. reported. the Gentlemen that gave their Votes 
at Guildhall, as friends to the principles of ſeparation, 

P. 114, The Dr. havigg dilcourl:d the inconvenience of Separa- 
tion vpn a conceit of. purex adminiſtrations. and leſs defeRtive 
ways of worſhip; and repreſented the ignorance,. pride, injudici- 
oulnefs; and conceitednels. of the, ordinary. ſort of, zealous, profel. 
ſors, and the ungovernable and faQious kumor of that fort of peo- 
ple, and the pernicious conſequence of, complying with them in-the 
words of Mr. B. be enquires, end muſt the, reins, be laid on theix 
'necke,that m__y run whither they pleaſe, becauſe. forſooth they know 
"Whit 3s good for their ſouls better than the King doth ;, andthey love 
their ſouls better than the King doth; and the: King cannot. bind them 
to butt," famriſh; or endanger their Jouls?, _ 

To'the' Drs. queſtion I ſha xeply,. by asking another : Muſt the 
people be tied neck and heel; together, becaute they are proud, ig- 
norant, and injugicious , . or becauſe they are, inclinable to faction, 
and ungovernaÞle? 1s thereno medium Meat laying the reins up- 
on'the nick, and tying that and their heels together ? Betwixt per- 
mitting 'them' a" boundleſs liberty , and. giving them none, at all.? 
Surely merhinks *twere not difficult, to.ſee an intermediate ſpacebe- 
rweencxtremes fo valtty: diſtant from cach other. And 


F_7 is $, | 

And.let me add, D> not the people know what. Preaching ant 
Preachers do them moſt good ? what convinces cheir jydgments, 
bows. their wills, enlivens their affeRions, ant} ereares upon their 

ſouls rhie..cleareſt and moſt paſſionate refolytions for the: thr vice%s 

God and their. own (alvation ?. If they do nor Lads thele rhingsy 
they are not wen, but brutes. Do not'men know which mear' and 
drink doth beſt trengthen and nouriſh, and is feaſt affenlive ro _rheir 
ſtomacks and digeſtive faculties ?, This | chink will he granted: and 
may they not-know what fort of preaching doth belt edifie and 
build. them in ſpiritual Rirength and ſtature ? And is it any 'diſho= 
nour, to.the King, that the people 'know thefe things betrer than he 
does? Or doth that'perſon lay blame upon'the King,'that (hould at-= 
firmit? And yet this is that which the Do»@or ſeems'to infinuare , 
for he enquires, Why ſt the King.bear all the blame, if mens fouls 
be not provided for according to their wiſhes ? that is, if they"bave 
not ſuch preaching and preachers 4s they wonld have: 

But.though the King be not to be blamed, that 'mens fonls be 
no .better_ provided for, there be men in the world that are #9 be 
blamed for it, and-who they are, fer the Do@or conjefture. ' There 
| are Preachers in this Church that have the cure of Souls, to'whom 
' an honeſt Country Farmer, would ſcarce commit the care of his 
Cows. 'Tis an expreſfion of Canſmus, And who gave thele p-rions 
admiſſion into.the ſacred Office, every one knows. HI 

But the Dr.proceeds, Doth the King do any thing in this matter hat 
according tothe eſtabliſhed Law and Orders of this Church ? why 4:4 
be not keep to the good old Phraſe of King and Parliament? 

This is raking into old fores, and tooks like a malicions infimuati- 
on, and a deſign of repreſenting Mr. B. asil-loyal, which to ſpeak 
toftly, becomes not the charity and candor of the DoRor, - Bur 
what if he had kept that good old Phraſe, as he pleaſes to'call ity- 
he had done no.more than the Door himfelf doth in ſenſe, in the 
lines preceeding, for be fays, the King dorh'\norhing but by eftabliſhed: 
Laws, and Laws are the Ads of' King and Parliament, | 

But the DoRor goes on, 41d why did be (5. e. Mr. B.) net put 
it 45 it eught to have been, that they know what makes for their own «= 
dification, better than the wiſdom of the whole Nation, afjembled in 
Parliament (i. e. according to the good old Phraſe, the King and 
Parliament,) and the Governowurs of this Churchs, | 

This argument were good, if the wiſdomof 'the Nation were in= 
flliblc, or it were impoflible they could be miffaken; bur tilkthat 

be 
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be proved, I feel not the weight of it.. *Tis the Popiſh argument, 
the Door knows, and was prefſed againft the Reformation by the 
R owaniſts, | venerate authority, and am not willing to fuſpe& the 
witdom of it z but I muſt openly profeſs, than Iam much more mo- 
ved by the proofs that they make of the wiſdom of their Determi- 
tions, than by their bare Authoritative Afﬀertions. 1 value the an- 
cient Fathers and Councils, but *tis not for what they ſay, but for 
what they prove: And the like I do fay of more modern Determi- 
nations 5 and he is a ſtranger in Hiſtory as well as Experience, that 
doth not obſerve, that many Laws and Conſtitutions are more the 
effe&s of Intereſt, Pride, Paſſion, and Revenge, than of Wiſdom, 
Juſtice and Righteouſneſs. The Determinations and Conſtitutions 
of the Council of Trent, are a ſufficient proof hereof, and I wiſh 
the ſame might not be too truly ſaid of ſome of the more ancient 
and venarable Councils, yea, and of ſome Laws that are of much 
later date than the lateſt of them. | 

Pag. the 1 19th the Do&or quotes theſe words of Mr. B. inhis 
Anſwer to his Sermon, How oft have I told you (faith Mr. B:) that 
1 diſEinguiſh and take thoſe for true Churches that have true Paſtors ; 
but I take thoſe for no true ( burches that have (1.) Men uncapable of 
the Paſtoral Office. (2.) Or not truly called. (3.) Or that deny them - 
ſelves to have the power eſſential to aPaſtor. *©For (ſays the Dr. ) 
* one or other. of theſe, he thinks moſt, if not all the Parochial 
& Churches in .England, fall under, and conſequently that the peo- 
<« ple may ſeparate from them, That Mr. B. doth think fo, he endea- 
vours to prove, becauſe if the people judg their Miniſters unwor- 
thy or incompetent, he allows them liberty to withdraw and ſepa- 
rate, 

'Tis a hard caſe. if people that have an ignorant, drunken, and 
malignant, ſaplefſs Teacher, may not go to the next Congregation, 
yea or to a Norconformiſh that is a man of better avilities,and a bet- 
ter converſation, without being reputed Schiſmaticks; and methinks 
no man of p'ety, and that knows how much mens graces and virtues 
are atuated by ſerious, lively, and vigorous preaching, and how 
they. ianguiſh and dwindle under rhat which is dry, trifling, loke- 
warm ad un{erious ſhould doubt of it. | 

But fai h the Dr. p..4-.2. God (ah Mr. B. ) in nature and 
< $crip:n.e hath given the people that conſenting power, ariteee- 
« 4.nt 10 tac. Prince's, which none cantake from them. 


Ican. 


C 92 


I cannot tell how to believe that God hath given any Prince or 


Governour of Churches a greater power over their people than 
Parents have over their children in the choice of Employrments, or 
diſpoſals in Marriage. A Father may propoſe an Employment or 
Match to his Son or Daughter, but he may nor impoſe them again{t 
their own conſent, as is generally acknowledged. Again, if in fuch 
- caſes they chuſe amitſs, and to their apparent danger,/they may:forbid 
them 3 and thus much Magiſtrates may and ought tods but whe- 


ther _ may impoſe againſt the conſent of the people, ſeems to me. 


not ſo clear as fome men imagine. And this is all that Mr. Z.deſfires, 
which might be .granted, and the right of Patrons preſerved too, 
for ought that I can ſee, / | 

But the Dr. adds, 5b:4. *< Mr. B. makes the people judg of the 
« worthineſs and competency of their Miniſters, in caſe incompe- 
© tent Minifters be ſet over the people, though it be half the Pa- 
« riſhesin a Kingdom, or only the tenth part, it is no. Schifm, faith 
<« he, but aduty, for thoſe that are deſtitute, to chuſe thoſe that 
<«< they judg moſt competcnt ; and ?tis a duty for faithful Minifters, 


« though forbidden by Superiors, to perform their Office ro tuch- 


<« people thatdefire it, 
Let me beg leave to ask the Reverend Dre whether there can be 


ſuch a thing as an incompetent Paſtor ſet over a people?- If he: 
grants it, as ſure he cannot deny.it, | would ask him again, what- 


the;/people muft do in ſuch a caſe? if he ſays, they muſt complain, 


and uſe regular ways for his removal ; 1 would again enquire, what 


if they be poor, and not able to bear the charge of fucha proceed- 
ing ? or if after all endeavours, they cannot remove him ( and [I 


will aſſure him, *tis no eaſie matter to remove an incompetent Pa- - 


ſtor ) what muſt they do ? muſt they ſtarve at home, or be:treat- 


ed as Separatiſts, if they go abroad to hear a 'Difſenter. that - 
Preaches in the Neighbourhood ?. If it be ſaid, that the people are - 


no capable judges of a Miniſters abilities z and ſo the Dr. intimates 
in ſeveral places of his Book ( page 123, 124 & paſſim). I anſwer, 


the Learned. Dr. allows Separation , and thinks it duty too in cer- 
tain caſes, viz. 1. In cate of Idolatrous worſhip. 2. Incaſe of - 
«falſe DoRrine, impoſed inftead of true, And 3. In cafe things _ 


&« indifferent be made neceſſary to ſalvation, page 21. 214 
I defire to learn from this worthy Dr.:whether the people intheſe 
caſes are bound to ſeparate * or whether the obligation lies only on: 


the Paſtors ? if it lyes on both .Cand on bothit muſt lie, or elſe the:- 
people: 


Es) 


P*ople are bound to be damned) then the people muſt judg; and 
if they may judg in'theſe cafes, 'I know not why they may not- make 
a ju{2ment of the competency'of their Miniſters. He. is aniincom- 
pctent Paſtor that Preaches falſe DoArine or Herefie, that com- 
mends and praiſes Idolatry, and makes things indifferent neceſſary 
to ſalvation z andin theſe the people may judg by the Duors.own 
confeſſion; and if they may judg in theſe, they may judg in ſome 
other cafes, for ought that I can perceive. Das 5 11 
In the mean time I amnot about todeny . that the people, at leaft 
of them, are ignorant injudicious, and raſh;; ..and co many. times 
cenſure and condemn the innocent and worthy. All that I defign is 
to make it a little evident, that there is a mean betwixt the two ex- 
tremes, an that ſhould be enquired after, The people are neither 
the wiſeſt among men, nor are th:y a herd of beaſts. In ſome things 
they may and muſt judg , in others it may be denied them. _ 
But the Dr. proceeds p- 123.) and ſays, ** Mr: B.:bids the 
'« people not think that he is perſuading them to make no difference, 
«© but after he hath fer aſide the utterly inſufficient and heretical (of 
< which the people are admirab e Judges J he lays down this 'gene- 
*rilrv'e, Any one whoſe Miniſtry is fuch as tendeth more to de- 
<< ftruftion than edification, isnot to be owned, and conſequently 
*© ro be ſeparated from. | 
And in good earneft, is no difference to be made of. Minifters ? 
then farewell all lawful :as* well as unlawful Separatiuvn. The peo- 


ple are not Judges of Inſifficiency or Hereſfie, and therefore- muſt . 


{wallow all that they propound,and go long with their Paftors 10 


the Devil; and though they preach more for the encouragement of 


fin and vice, than they do for godlineſs and virtue , yet the people 
muſt not ſeparate from them. / This, to ſpeak modeſtly, is fomething 
crudely ſpoken, . and not with that uſual judgment and caution as 
the Dr. expreſſes ( or ſhould expreſ: ) his ſentiments. | 
« But the Dr. ſays, this is direly contrary to the principles of 
© the.old Nonconformiſts, and ev.n to Mr. B. himſelf: for as a Ca- 
&« {viſt (lays he, p. 124. ) he thus determines, 1. That 4a eHm- 
fers perſonal faults do not. allow people to ſeparate from the Worſhip of 
God. 2. Nor ull Miniſterial faults, but only thoſe that prove him or his 
Miniſtration utterly intollerable. . | $76 
Well, and where is the inconſiſtency of this determination with 
"what the .Dr. quoted from him in the page before? Did he there 
tay that every perſonal or' Miniſterial fault would juftifie Teyarkr 
riong 


i 
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tion? 1 can find no fuch thing, he only mentions the utterly infuſſi- 


cient and heritical, ſuch as do more hurt than good ; and I think 
theſe are the ſame with ſuch as-prove Miniſters, and their Miniſtra- 
tion utterly intollerable. But by this, and many other paſſages in 
this Book, a man would be tempted to think, that ſome others 
write in haſte, and without the advice of their friends, as well as 
Mr...  - 

Page 130, The Dr. ſays, that Mr. B. makes Conformity it ſelf a 
ſcandalous thing, and then tells the people over and over, © it isne 
& ſin to ſeparate from ſcandalous Prieſts, eſpecially when the ſcan- 
-6 Jal is notorious, as it isin thiscale- And Page 1 31, the Dr. adds, 
« He chargeth us with down-right Lying, and Perjury,and tells me 


'© of Thirty tremendous aggravations of the ſia of Conformity, 


< among which are Lying, and Perjury, and drawing on our {elves 
< the guilr of many thouſand Perjuries, 

To this I anſwer in Mr. Bs own words of his firſt Plea in the 
Preface, 1 write not this (lays he) as accuſing Conformiſts, or the 
Law-makers, but as, anſwering their long and loud accuſations and 
demands ;, and if telling what I fear, ſeem a telling what others are 
guilty of, it is a conſequent which I cannot avoid. 1n his ſecond Plea, 
having aſſerted the moral impoſſibility of bringing all good Chri- 
ſtians to believe Conformity lawful, he gives many realons fer it, 
and among 9thers-this, becaute Conformity looks like a horrid and 
frightſul evil, being no lets than deliberate Lying, and Perjury, and 
the juſtiſying of thouſands in it, and the publick renouncing eg» 
deavours of Reformation. And then he adds, / aw ot ſaying, that 
all theſe, or any of them are ſuch as they fear them to be, but on- 
ly, thas they fear them to be ſuch, pag. 173. And in his Anſwer 
to the Drs. Sermon, theſe are his words, I have only told you how 
many, and heinou the ſins are which we fear we ſhould be guilty of, 
ſhould we Conform, pag. 52. Hence 'tis obvious enough by Mr, B's, 
words, that he accules not others, but vindicates himſelf and his 
brethren from the imputation of keeping up a Schiſm againſt rheir 
own conlciences 5 and. in that very Chapter, where he reckons up 
the ſeveral agravations of Perjury and Lying, he doth not deter- 
mine, that the Conformable Clergy are guilty of them, but 
ſays , If they be ſo, ſuch are the aggraueions of their 


Il. 
Now, I pray, let it be impartially conſidered, whether Mr B- 
'hath not a difficult province $0 manage. If he gives no reaſon or 
| B | -ACCOUNt 
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4ccountof his own; and his brethrens Nonconformity, he and they 
are unconſcionable Schifmaticks 3. if he do give ſome reaſon for 
it, and account of it, then he is-interpreted to accuſe the 
Conformiſts, and repute them ſcandalous, and perſwade the 
people to Separation, though-he' renounced all-fuch accufations, 
as is obvious from- his words before-mentioned. - 

Yet after all this I have ſaid on the behalf of this reverend man, 
I muſt add (for Iam my ſelf a Conformiſt )* that I'am not of 
his opinion in the interpretation of the Subſcriptions, and Decla- 
rations impoled on the Clergy. They are of ambiguous ſenſe and 
meaning 5: for what the ſenfe of the Law makers and Impoſers is, 
who can b: ſure? I cannot tell; and if you enquire, ſome will ut- 
terly refule to give any ſenſe or- meaning of themz others will 
expound them, ſome in one ſenſe, and ſome in another. The caſe 
being thus, I do not think my ſelf obliged to underſtand them in the 
wor} {-nf+ that can be put opon: them, but in a ſenſe of favour : 
and fuch a ſenſe (Mr. B- fays) is by the moſt judicious Confor- 
miſts put on them, that he and his brethren themlelves would ſub. 
mit to-them, if. they could believe that were indeed the meaning: 
of- them. I am not ſatisfied as yet, that'T am obliged to underſtand 
them in any other z which I ſpeak in vindicatinn- of my own and 
my brethrens Conformity, without refle&ion on thoſe of other ap. 
prehenſions, or juſtifying: the Impoſitions. And vpon this ſcore 
there. is a Paper Printed the laſt year as ar -ccount of the London 
Sheriffs holding their Office, Which, if any man doth honeſtly fear 
God, ſo as he woxld in-good earneſt Conform if he could, but can- 
no in point of fcruple, I would commend to his pervfal : who 
may perhaps ſee more to' ſatisfy him in that one (but very fu/: 
and very much conſidered) ſingle ſheet, in regard to our preſent 
Conformity, than he hath found hitherto in other Books upon: 
that Sil jz&, though there be many which: are, or which would: 
make Volumes, thatare written. 

Ia Page 132: the Dr. charges Mr. B. with ſaying, that he over- 
throws all Religion, and ſets up man in rebellion againſt God. To 
which I anſwer, all that Mr. B. intends in thoſe words, is no more 
but thus, Such is the conſequence of the Drs. Do&rine. Whether it 
be rightly inferred, let the Dr. and Mr. B. determine. But this 
am ſure of, that | the Dr. infers many things from Mr. &'s. Do. . 
Arine,which he deteſts and abhorsg1s truly as himfelf abhors the ſet- 
ting vp man above God: Suchare all Principles inconſiſtent with Go- 

EEG: +, vernment, 
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vernwent z and all Pleas which lay the foundation for diſorder an# 
confuſion, whatſoever he ſays, page 137. and I 3g. 

The Dr. had faid in the Preface to his Sermon,, ** If it be lawful 
&©« toſeparate on the pretence of greater purity, where there is an 
«agreement in Dorine, and the ſubſtantial parts of Worſhip, as 
«is acknowledged in our caſe, then a bare difference of opinion, 
« 25 to ſome circumſtances of Worſhip, in the beſt Conſtitution 
& of Churches, will be ground ſufficient for Separation z and this, 
« conſidering the yariety of mens fancies, is to make an infinite di- 
< viſibility in Churches, To which Mr. A. makes this reply, That 
though ſome petty and inconſidrrable inconveniencies, ſome litlte 
trouble, may ariſe to a Church from the levity and volubility of mens 
minds, yet this 1s no reaſon why they ſhould enſlave their judgments 
«nd conſciences to others, So the Dr. quotes him, but he expreſſes 
himſelf more at large, and with words of greater weight, as may 
be ſeen in his Preface. 

From theſe words of Mr. A. the Dr. takes occaſion to enquire, 
& what a rare advocate-had this man been for the Novatians, Dona- 


*© tſts, Luciferians,” or whatſoever Schiſmaticks rent the Churchin . 


<« pjeces in former times. And ſuppoſing St. Cypreen, and St. Au- 
ſtin, and other great appoſers of the ancient Schiſms, tobe met to- 
gether : he gathers from theſe words, and the Principles of Sepa- 
ration, that he lays de wn elſewhere in his Books, how he would 
accoſt them. Page 19{_, Then forms an elegant Oration for him, 
ſuppoſing him harangy: 2g it before them. Page 198, 199. And 
page 200. theſe expreſſions he puts in his mouth. « Why do you 
* eAuſtin and (ypriang/and other Reverend Fathers, cry out ſo of- 
« tenof the Sacrilegiouneſs of Schilm? We know no other Sacri- 
& ledg, but the Sacrilegious defertion of our Miniſtry in obedi- 
 Gence to the Laws ; this is a Sacriledg we often'talk of, and';tell 
« the people it is far worſe thanrobbing Church-plate, conſidering 

« what precious gifts /ye have. | 
Theſe laſt words ar /, I am afraid, a prophane jzer, and look more 
like words dropt-fron' the pen of Ben. Fohnſon, or Fletcher, than 
that of Dr. St. Haj1 not God endued Mr. B. ( for *tis on him 
he refles ) and other Nonconformiſts, with precious gifts ( for'tis 
2 Scripture-word, ang Ple make bold to ule it, though I be thought 
to cant )? and can v Dr.deny it? or doth it become his. gra- 
vity to deride them If he muſt uſe his Sarcaſtick faculty , I wiſh 
he would.chuſe ſome common objeas to employ it on, and not-on 
- B 2 things 
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things-thdtare ſacred'and divine 3 for ſuch are the gifts wherewith” 
Mr. B. and others of his Brethren are blefled of God; and 1 be-- 
lieve the De. in his-confcience.can*tdeny it, however he takes li- - 
berty to deride them. 

And when, I pray; and where did Mr. 3:” or any of his brethren . 
fsy, they-knew-no Sacriledg but that of the Sacrilegious deſertion - 
of their Mmiſtry ? Let this be proved, orelſe it muſt be reputed a 
defamation. But peradventure the Dr. will ſay , That when men 
play the.Orator, they are.not obliged to ſpeak- exact truth; but 
where will he find any thing in Seripture to patronize it ? He en- 
dcavours to juſtifie an ugly ſarcaim--that he made vfe of in his S.r- 
mon; by theſe words of our Saviour, /came net to call the righteoms, 
but- ſimueers to-repentauce;, but | am not very certain they will ſerve 
his purpoſe ; for ſome men that the Dr. values, as well as forne that 
he defpites , give another interpretation of them, as he very well 
knows. but where he will find any to juſtifie this Catechreſtical 
icoff; | c:nnot tell : but may be he may find, or make one do it. 

But why doth the Dr. add, in obedience. tothe Laws ? Do all 
Laws obhpe ſo far, as for Miniſters upon that account to deſert their 
Office ? If ſo; then may not only the three children go to the fiery 
Fernace, and Daniel ts the Lyons, but all Proteſtant Preachers to 
the flames, if they continue to exerciſe their Miniſtry againſt the 
»rohibition of Popifh Laws? If not, then *cis not Laws,-.but the 
equity and juſtice of Laws, that lays an obligation on them; and that 
isthe controverſie between him and his Nonconformable Brethren; 
mmwhich 1 will not interpoſe. . But this is not the only place where 
the-weight of the Drs. Argoments is little for want of diſtin&ti- - 
on, reſtriftion, and limitation. And this is an infirmity and weak- 
nels of diſcourſe, that runs through a great part of his Book, and 
which renders it invalid to his Adverſaries, and eſpecially Mr. B, 


But the Dr.enquires, .Whether it be not xs ſin to break-the Chur- 
ches {ormmunion? p. 193, To which I anſwer, Yes doubtleſs, all 
unneceffary- Separation-is a {in, and fuch-1 do efteem much of the- 
preſent Separation in England, But what then? Are all that are 
Schiſmatical, unworthy to live upon-the earth ? Muſt they be pro- 
fcuted by Laws to Imprifonment, Banifhinent, and Death ? Is there 
no wey of:curing a wound in the arm or leg, but by amputation?Are 
not Drunkenneſs, Adultery, Lying, and Swearing, fins ?. Yes ſurely, - 
'evillnot.be denied, But muſt all theſe Criminals be injured, proſcri- | 


bed-. 
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bed, andſent to the Indies f. This would be thought tinreaſonable. * 


. And why perſons of ſome Schifmatical Principles ( provided the 
main of their doarige be ſound, and conſiſtent with Chriſtianity) 
may not have as much favour as' drunkards and other immoral men, 


I know not. = 
But are there no other ways of reforming the Schiſmatical hu- 


mors of men, but Gaols and Confilcations, and other like Argu- : 
ments?» Are there no methods of reclaiming Schiſmaticks, but by- 
Rods and Axes? Are not perſonal inſtructions and kindneſs more” 


agreeable to the nature of the Paſtoral Office, and the ſpirit of our 
Saviour, whoſe ſervants 7 e are, and whoſe work we are to doin 


the world? Methinks no; aan that hath read the New Teſtament, 


ſhould doubt of it; and{do confeſs that I hate theſe Military me- 
thods of converting Di 
them. 


© 


nters, and I never ſaw any good come of 


[ live in a Town where there are ſome Diſſenters3 I have al- - 


ways treated them with kindneſs, and have avoided to exaſperate 
them-either in my publick or private diſcourſes ; and by this means 
they will come ſometimes to hear me, and will gragt me to be a 
Miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt 4 whereas had I railed at them, or profe- 


cuted them at Law, or encouraged others tv do it, they would ne- 


ver have come at me, but accounted. me a Limb of Antichriſt, and 
a FaQtor or Agent for the Devil. And I muſt-and do openly avow, 
that *cis more caſie to my mind to think, that when they are ab- 


ſenr from my Congregation, they are ſerving God eltewhere,than - 


it would be to think they were ſome of them in priſons, their Fa- 
milies-wanting bread, and others crying to God for vengeance on me 


as a perſecutor 3 and which is moſt eafie to my mind /zving, I doubt 
not will be fo-dy:ng, They are perſons of holy lives and upright * 


converfarions, at leaft ſome of them and I would not have a.band 
in perſecuting and undoing them , for all -the Preferments this 
Church or this World affords. : 


Let me add thus much on the behalf 'of Mr. 4. Ido nothbelicve 
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that he either defires or pleads for univerſal Toleration, or would - 


defend all the ancient Schilſmaticks, or that he would open his mouth - 


on the behalf of Soeinians, Arrians, eAnti-Trinitarians, Quakers, 


or other like Setarian Infidels : all that he pleads for, is liberty for 
peaceable and Chriftian Difſenters ; but 1 do think that the Rever- - . 


end Dr. hath wrung from his words ſuch a ſenſe as he never intende 
ed, or did once enter into his thoughts.--- 
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'Pag. 273. The Dr. ſays, © Ido not ſee but the objeions made 
<& 26ainſt the Diſcipline of this Church, might be removed, if the 
& things allowed and required by the Rules thereof (that is, Confir- 
mation of children by the Biſhop , when they are able to give an 
account of the neceſſary points of Chriftian faich and praRice, and 
Certificate be made thereof by the Miniſter of the Pariſh ) © were 
« duly praiſed, and might attain to as great purity as is ever pre- 
& tended to by the ſeparate Congregations, who now find {ſo much 
&« fault for our want of diſcipline. ; +4 Kg 

I wiſh with all my heart the Rules of the Church were reduced 
to praftice, which I am ſure they never can nor will be , whilſt the 
Diocefſes in England are of the preſent dimenſions. He that thinks 
any Biſhop can confirm all the children in his Dioceſs, doth but 
dream : were he never fo deſirous of it, and diligent in it, *twere 
impracticable z and the negle@ and impraQticableneſs of this thing, 
is one great reaſon of the ignorance and wickedneſs of our Pa- 
riſhes and Congregations z and thus *tis like to be, till Diocefles 
be leflened and the number of Biſhops encreaſed, and fome effeual 
care taken that children be inftru&ted and confirmed. 

Page 275. The Dr. afſerts a power in the Presbyters of this 
Church to reje& and deny the holy Sacrament to the {candalouſly 
wickcd, provided he give notice of it to the Ordinary within four- 
teendays; and for this produces the Rubrick before the Commu- 
nion, 

I grant what the Rubrick allows: but is not the Miniſter like to 
have a fine time of it, if he muſt be bound to inform and proſecute 
all at Law that are {candalous and unfit to come to the holy Table ? 
The Dr. knows that all above the age of lixteen are bound to take 
the Sacrament three times a year by the Orders. of this Church, 
and in ſome great Pariſhes the number of the ſcandalous and wick- 
ed is ſo great, that if the Miniſter be bound to proſecute all whom 
he accounts himſelf obliged in conſcience to refufe, thelife of a Ken- 
nel-raker were more elegidle than his; for he muſt ſpend his time 
in perpetual travel and attendance upon Courts, which is a very 
fine Employment for a man of piety and con'cience, and that deſires 
to ſpend his time in his ſtudy, and teaching and inſtruQing the peo- 
ple committed to his care. | 

But the Dr. enquires What, would you have every particular Pa- 
for have 41 unaccountable power ? Or would you not have them-bound 
ro juſtifie what they do , and proſecute the perſon for thoſe faults for 


which 
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which they exclude him from the Communion ? 

I anſwer, 1. Ithink it werenot amiſs, if the excluded perſon” 
were obliged to complain if he thought himfelf wronged, and the 
Miniſters were excuſed from doing the Office of an Apparitorzbut 
this I inſiſt not 6n, Therefore I add, I plead not for an unaccounta- 
ble power in particular Paſtors, but tor fuch a power as they may 
account” for 3 which I am ſvre they can never'do for thx in great 
pariſhes, an d where the Dioceſſes are ſo large and wide and there: 
is no man that will give himſelf the liberty to think, can deny it- 
The number of the ſcandalous is fo great, the diſtance from the Bi- 


ſhops Court in many places ſo far, the tedioufneſs and corruption” ' 
of the Officers lo abominable, that it is a thing utterly impraQi- ' 


cable. ?Tis impoſſible that any man can juſtifie himſelf in refuſing 
to proſecute according to Canon all the fcandalous that he may 
july reje&. In brief, either to talk or think of exerciſing Diſci- 
pline, or reforming this Church, till we have more Biſhops or Suf- 
fragans, and other things altered (which might be done if our Su- 
periors pleaſed, without altering the Conftitution _) is to build Ca- 
ſtles in the air, and to dream of Rocks to ſet them on, among the 
clouds of heaven, | 

Page 278. The Dr. quotes theſe words of Mr. B, If a Mn:- 
ſfter doth publickly admoniſh a' perſon by name, not cenſured by the 
Ordinary, the Lawyers tell him he may have bis Aition againſt him. 
To which he replies :; © What need this publick admonition? Doth 
« the nature of Church-difcipline lye in that ? 

To which I anfiver : No man ever dreamt that the whole na- 


ture of Church-diſciptine conſiſted in publick admonition by name. 


There are ſeveral intermediate as of Diſcipline ; Publick admo- 
nition by name is not to be attempted till others have been efſay- 
ed and tryed in vain. And this publick admonition( after the fruit- 
l15'uſe of that which is private is that which Mr. B. ſays can- 
not legally be performed by the Presbyters of this Church, 

But the Dr, makes a ſecond Reply to thoſe words of Mr. B. 


©If a reſtraint be laid on Miniſters by Law, the queſtion then 


* comes to this, Whether the obligation to admonith publickly 
«an offender, or to deny himthe Sacrament if he will come to it, 
"© beſo great, as to bear him out in the violation of a Law made 

« by publick Authority, with a deſign to preſerve our Religion? 
To which I anſwer, I do not think that Minifters are obliged to 
admoniſh publickly all offenders after the unſucceſsful tryal of pri- 
- vate 
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-vatemeans:and endeavours, though no Law forbad it. Pearls are 
not to be caſt before Swine. If the perſon or perſons be ſuch as 
will miſchief, wound, or kill the Miniſter that ſhould fo admoniſh 
him or them, I think he is not obMged to do it : but whether out of 
that caſe, and others of like nature, a Miniſter may not be obliged 
- todo it, is another queſtion, yea, though the Law ſhould forbid 
it. And tis another queſtion, whether he be obliged co give ſuch 
..a perſon the holy Sacrament, though the Law ſhould command it.: 
Mans Laws are not valid againſt Gods. If God obliges Miniſters 
to publick admonition of . ſcandalous and incorrigible offenders, 
.and to refuſe them a participation in the holy myſteries of our Reli- 
Sion, no Man can take off the obligation. 

Page 281, The Dr. ſays, © The due exerciſe of diſcipline is a 
« work of fo much prudence and difficulty, that the greateſt Zealots 
© forit have not thoughtit fit to be truſted in the hands of every 
« Parochial Miniſter, and his particular Congregation, and for this 
he quotes Calvin and Beza. 

To which I anſwer : I believe there are very few Pariſh-prieſts 
in England that are ambitious of having the exerciſe of diſcipline 
. committed to their care and condutt 3 and indeed very many of 
them have- neither piety or prudence ſufficient for the manage- 
ment of it- But withall I muſt add, I ſhould be very ſorry (and 
. fome are very worthy of blameif it beſo ) if moſt Pariſh-Mi- 
niſters be not as capable of it as Chancellors, Commiſſaries. Offici - 
als, and Surrogates, who are the people that .exerciſe what 
Diſcipline is exercifed in this Church; and *tis ſufficiently known, 
that many of them are perſons of none of the greateſt underſtand- 
ings, the beſt prudence, the tendereſt conſciences, or the ſevereſt 
lives, which yet are qualifications, hugely neceſſary in perſons that 
.manage the Diſcipline of the Church. 

_ In brief, I condemn not the prudence of the Church of Eng- 
land, in not committing the exerciſe of Diſcipline to every Pariſh- 
'Miniſter 3 but then I would humbly move, that we might have Bi- 
ſhops enough to do it. The Dr. appropriates to Biſhops, Govern- 
ment, Ordination, and Cenſures, and 1 am very well content they 
have them, provided they will, or. can diſcharge them. But of 
the impoſſibility of that, 1 am paſt doubt ; for thopgh the Dioceſfſes 
of our-Exglifh Biſhops be not ſo great as that of the. Pope (which 
the Dr. acknowledges to be too great and ſpacious) yet I think 
they are too large for their management, and that the duty wn 

ent 
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bent on them, with refpedt unts them, /is ubterly impraRticable. 


Mount Athos, Pulion, or Offa, are neither of them ſo/grams as the 


Globe of the earth, yet they are all burthcas uttesly- ialuppos=- 
tabfe. | | 

Whether the Dr. will allow this multiplication of Biſhops (or 
Suffragans rather, that the name Biſhop may not become tap:.com- 
mon, and fo become lefs venerable), I cannot tel. & find :hjan in 
many places of his Book, and in his Preface, very jealous of the be- 
nour of onr Reformation, and poſitively refolved , never to cen- 
demn the Conſtitution of this Church , nor the lawfulneſs of 
the Ceremonies hitherynto praQifed in it, vide Pref. p. 8g, 

[ have my ſelf a very great eftcem for the Reformation of this 
Chyrch,and a mighty honqur for the great and incomparable Hero's, 
that were the Reformexs of it 3 bur ®cis no dilparagement to fay, 
they were but men (though the greateſt men) z nor is it any. Re- 
proach to the Reformation to ſay, it was imperfe&, The Learned 
and Pious Dr, Burnet hath obferved divers defe&s, and imperfeti- 
ons in it (and I know not how they can be denied); and co ſpeak 
the truth concerning it, is not to reproach it. And what if it ſhould 
be ſaid, that among others *twas an imperfection in our Reforma- 
tion, - that the number of Biſhops was not increaſed fo far, as that 
they might be ſufficient for the work and duty incumbent on them ? 
Can a Biſhop inſpe& the Clergy in a Diocels of the preſent dimen- 
fions? can he exerciſe the Centures of the Church upon all the cul- 
pable delinquents in ir? can he confirm all the Children init? can 
he ordain Prieſts ſor aft the Pariſhes therein, with that cireumſpe- 
ion, warineſs, andcare, which was obſerved by the primitive Bi- 
ſhops, and which the honour of this Church, the Chriſtian Religi- 
on, and the fſalvation'of ſouls doth require? Doth the Reverend 
Dr. think thoſe things can be done by any, the moſt diligent and in- 
duſtrious Biſhop on earth? I dare ſay, he cannot think it poſlible ; 
and if he doth not think ir poſſible, I would enquire further of him, 
whether he does not think it very neceffary and deſirable, that all 
this work were put intomore hands, that they may be capable of 


performing it ? for til} then, 1 am much afſured it can never be done, - 


however neceffary or defirable it may be ? 
Theſe things heing ſaid, 1 will now add, Tfhall never defire the 
Dr. to condemn the Conftitation of this Church (nor will I brlieve 
many of the Nonconformifts defirehim-to do it), but would hum. 
bly deſire tiim, "to put to his — hand, for the amendment wy 
PcErie- 
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perfeRting of it; and: to; perfe& and compleat it, is not to condemn 
it; *tisonly to confeſs it a little ſhort of that perfeQion that it 
may attain 3 and what great work is perfe& of aſudden, at its birth 
into the world ? In brief, Dioceſan Epiſcopacy I like (and that's 
the Conſtitution of this Church), and ſo doth Mr. B, for ought 
that I can ſee : but I would fain have more Biſhops, not to controul 
Epiſcopal Power , but to afliſt in the performance of Epiſcopal 
Duty. 

Ts 301. The Dr. undertakes to confute what Mr. B. had ſaid, 
(viz..) that wherever there is the true notion of a Church. there 
muſt be a conſtitutive regent part (z. e. a ſtanding governing pow- 
er) which is an eſſential part of it, and this he promiſes to do from 
Mr. B. himſelf. | | 

How well he hath done it, let the Reader judg, by what the Au- 
thor of the Peaceable Deſign hath replied to him upon this Subject. 
But the Dr. infers from what Mr. B. had ſaid of the neceſſity of a 
Regent Head to every Church, as followeth : 

<« And ſo Mr.B*s.Conftitutive Regent part of a Church, hath done 
& the Pope a wonderful kindneſs,and made a very plauſible plea for 
& his univerfal Paſtorſhip. But there are ſome men in the world, who 
© donot attend to the advantages they give to Popery;ſo they may 
© yent their ſpleen againſt the Church of England. 

To'which I anſwer, Mr. E's Conſtitutive Regent part of a 
Church, hath done the Pope no kindneſs at all ; for another viſible 
Head may be aſſigned to the Catholick; Church, and thar is the ho- 
ly Jeſus z he is both the viſible and inviſible Head thereof ; he is un- 
toit both a Head of igovernment ,and.a Head of influence ; he go- 
verns it by his Laws, and by the influence of his Spirit, and hath ap- 
pointed inferiour officers for the government and dircRion of it, 
according to his own inſtitutions : and though he be not ſeen by 
mortals here below, yet he is viſible, and that is enough to conſti- 
tute him the viſible Head of the Catholick viſible Church. There. 
are ſome Kingdoms that never fee their Pripce, and in all Kinge 
doms, multitudes of SubjeRs that never lay their eyes on him, and 
yet he is never the els their Civil viſible Head, 

But there are ſome men in.the world, that will take very ſmall 


occaſions to ſignifie their diſpleaſure. againſt Mr. B. and what hath 

he done to delerye their laſh? and why muſt he be the Subje&t of 

theſe moſt twinging Satyrs? they are the words of a late Author : 

and-what is the ſpleen that..he vents againſt the Church of Eng: 
la 
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land, that makes their choler to ferment and boyl? 

*Tis tyue, Mr. B. coth, with a brave and generons courage, re- 
buke what he thinks amiſs in the gnvernours and government of the 
Church of England: : he ſpeaks plainly, and 'without reſpect of 
perſons:; he flatters none, nor fawns upon none, but indifferently 
reproves whatever he thinks worthy of it, in whomſoever it be. 
And if this be to vent his ſpleen againſt the Church of England, I 
think he hath very venerable patterns and examples for it, both in 
the Old Teſtament and the New, as this Learned Dr. very well 
knows. | Fe, | | 

If it ſhould be ſaid, that Mr. B, reproves where there is no fault, 
I anſwer, I ſhould much rejoice if this were true, and [I believe ſo 


would Mr. B. as well as I: but he muſt ſhut his eyes againſt the _ 


mid-day light, that thinks there is no fault in the Government of 
* this Church, or nothing worthy of the plaineft and moſt keen re- 
proofs therein. *Twere very.calie toname many things, if a man 
delighted to rake in Sinks and Rennels, I mean, the proceedings in 
the Spiritual Courts. | 

Page 302. The Dr, tells us, that Mr. B. had ſaid in his Anſwer to 
his Sermon, that he would fain learn of him, what thoſe rules and 
ties are which make a National Church, whether divine or humane ? 
If it be a divine rule, we (ſays Mr. B.)are of the National Church 
as well as you 3 if humane, he enquires how conſent in theſe makes 
a National Church? and how they come to be of the National 
Church which do not conſent in them ? and objeRts the differences 
among the Conformable Clergy, in the expoſition of ſome of the 
Articles of this Church, 

To which the Dr. anſwers three things. I ſhall take notice only 
of thelaſt of them, (viz.) '* There is no difference among us con- 
« cerning the lawſulneſs of the orders of our Church, and duty of 
<« ſubmiſſion to them ; if there be any other differences, they are 
«not material, and I believe, are no other than in the manner of 
« explaining ſome things which may happen in the beſt ſociety in 
&« the world, without breaking the peace of itz as about the dif- 
&« ference of orders, the ſenſe of ſome paſſages in the Athanaſian 
« Creed, the true explication of one or two Articles, which are 
&« the things he (z..e, Mr. B.) mentions. A multitude of ſuch diffe- 
&« rences will never overthrow ſuch a conſent among us, as to make 
<« ys not to be members of the ſame National Church, 
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To the firſt lines of this Paragraph, wtiich concern the ipootnt 
of the Members of this Church in the lawfulnefs of its orders, and 
the duty of ſubmiſſion to them, 1ſhall reply nothing. To the reft 
I ſay, 1 ain perfeAly of the Dr's. opinion 3 and were it reduced to 
praRice, it would heal the moſt of the diviſtons, and put a period 
to moſt of the ſeparations that have rent and torn this Church in 
pieces for many years. Why might not the Diſſenters among us 
have been permitted to have continued in the Miniſtry, and in the 
Church, theugh they differed in fome things in their judgments 
from the Conformable Clergy ? Would it have broken the peace 
thereof, any more than the various apprehenſijons that are at preſent 
among themſelves? They are not all of a mind in the five points; 
{ome of thetn underſtand and believe them after the ſenſe of Calvin, 
and others after the ſenſe of eArmimins; and I might mention ma- 
ny others wherein they differ among thetnſelves, but the thing is. 
{ufficiently known, and there is no need of it: And are the diffe 
rences among the Confortmiſts themſelves reconcilable with peace ; 
and thoſe wherein the Nonconformilts differ from them (though 
they be no greater than the other) irreconcilable with it? What 
Arange partiality is this ? Conformiſts may differ in multitudes of 
things, without breaking the peace of the Church y but if thoſe 
that are Difſenters, differ from them in 4 few impertinent and uncer- 
tai, things, the pexce of the Church is ſubverted, and all things 
Put iht6 confuſion thereby. The Conformifls doubt (at leaft fome 
of the) whether Biſhops anc Presbyters do Giffer in cer or in 
#þree, forme are paſt all doubt concerning it, and 6 effirm they 
differ in ordey and not barely in degree, This breaks no peace. The 
Nonconformifts canfidt find that Word of God, whereby *cis cer- 
tain that chileren ' indefiaſeely » which are baptized, dying before 
thy cone. rAval 2, are indoubedly ſaved : and they are not 
very fort, that aff children that ave daprized, are regenmerate by the 
Opi4#t, wr that they way Hfely fay of all rhat they bury, that God 
#f bis event werey huth euken toi Fſelf the ſoul of the decealed per- 
toh, nd give him hearrry thanks that it hath pleated him to defiver 
him out of the wfiiffions of this rfl world : and theſe are tuck 
dre ddl and formidable things, that the Church cannot be fafe, 
if the \enbers, or atRalt ay of the Preachers in it, diſpute the 
with of them, and therefore out they moſt go and it they at» 
tempt to exert their diiniſſerial Office after they are <xced, 


they are immediately the moſt damnable Schiſmaticks that - 
the 
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the world did know, and Priſons, Fines, Confiſcations, Baniſh- 

omg y and all that is evil, is beueath rheir fin and travgrel- 
on, | 

Why a diſſerence of opinion in theſe things might not be con(i- 

ſtent with peace, as well as in others that are of as great, and fome- 

what greater import ( at leaſt inmy apprehenſion ) I am not able 


to divine ; if nothing but Reaſon and Religion were to determine - 


concerning them : but if fpight, malice, and revenge, and ſome 0- 
ther of thoſe Antichriſtian paſſions, be called to counſel, and per- 
mitted to judg of them, 'tis not difficult to give a reafon of the dif- 
fering natures of theſe differences, why ſome are judged conliſtent 
with peace, and others utterly inconfiltent with it. Bur enough of 
this paragraph. I ſhall conclude with one ſupplication to all the. 
Contormable Clergy in England on the behalf of the Diffenters 3 
and *tis this, That they may be permitted to differ from them in 
things of no greater moment than thoſe in which they diſſer among 
themſelves. 1f it be ſaid, *cis not in their power to permit it: I an- 
{wer, Time was when it was very much in their power to have done 
itz and I think they might do well to uſe ſome endeavours to re- 


trieve it 3 or at leaſt give ſome evidence that they wiſh well to it. 


This I think is no unreafonable requeſt 3 how it may be reſented, 1 
know not *tis the love of this Church, and the peace thereof, that 
hath cauſed me to propoſe it, and that ſhall ſatisfie my mind. 

But having {aid this on the behalf of the Diſſenters, I muſt add 
a word or two on my own behalf, and that is, That a fair and paſ- 
{able ſenſe may be,and is put upon theſe paſſages mentioned from the 
Rubrick.and Liturgy, by tne Conformable Clergy, and among them , 
by my felf; but what is that to thofe whoſe judgments and conlci- 
ences will not permit them to put that ſenſe upon them ? - All mens 
minds are not caft in the ſame mould; a!l cannot admit that lati- 
tude of ſenfe, and expoſition in thoſe and many other things, that - 
ſome men do and can without offence and negle&t to their conſci- 
ences 3 and muſt they therefore be ſhut out of the Vineyard of the 
Lord, and denied the liberty of working there? Certainly this i. 
a ſevere method of proceeding, and hardly reconcilable with- the 
Luws of Chriſtianity. 
| TheLearned Dr. in feveral places of his Book repreſents Mr. A. 
as unlearned, unread, and very weak in his reafoning and argumen- 
tations. Page 174. he accuſes him of childiſh trifling about x#vive a 
Canon; and in the ſame page, and that next to it, he miſlikes his ex- 

plication 


- 
Aſi & i / 


MISS * Z 


qr de _ N —_—_— — — you PCC . 
— _ . T_ or I 3” i —_ - ; A —_ = "—_— 
too Tt oe og TE II OE on En Ei a > 2 = 
- EY _ "i - ” . — - : —— 


__ SE 


( 20 ) 

plication of the words 7 dv7# gorxeiv, leaving out xevire, which 
he obſerves from Grot:ze is not found in one Manuſcript, the fenfe 
whereof he thus expreſſes z What we have attained, let us walk up 
zo the ſame ;, and that Greek phraſe 72 avT3 gporeiy , which he ſays 
mplies no more than minding that very thing, vViz.v. 14. preſſing to- 
waras the mark : and then adds ;, But if he bad pleaſed to have read 
03_to Phil. 4.2. he would have found 70 durd gporeiy to ſignifie una- 
nimity; and St. Paul, 1 Cor. 12. 25. oppoſes the 7) &v73 to oxicus,: 
th.t there be no ſchiſm in the body, butithat all the members ſhould take 
Care of T2 aurd one for another , and therefore the T3 &UT0 PEcviiy is 
very aptly uſed againſt ſchiſms and diviſions : and adds, I ſhould think, 
that St. Chryſoltom, Theodoret, ard TheophilaR, all under ſtood the 
zmportance of a Greek phraſe, as well as our Author , and they all 
make no ſcruple to interpret it of the peace and concord of (hriſtzans. 
nd although Auttin did not underſtand much Greck. yet he knew 
the general ſenſe of the (hriſtian Church abo#t this place, and he par- 
ricularly applies it to the peace of the Church in $t Cyprian's caſe. 
«©By this taſt now (ſays the Dr.) let any man judg of the depth of 
* this man. Learning, or rather the height of his confidence, who 


"©< dares to tell the world, that the Univerſal ſtream and current of 


*all Expoſitors is againft my ſenſe of this Text ; and for this uni- 
<verſal ſtream ( beſides Grotizs ) wha ſpezks exaaly to the fame 
* ſenſe with mine, quotes only Tirinw and Zanchy, and then: cries, 
«ina word they all conſpire againſt my interpretation. And with- 
in a few lines he adds, © But had it not been fairer dealing, in one 
«word to have referred us to Mr. Pool's Synopſis ;, for it he had 
&* looked into Zanchy himlelf, te would have found how ſharply he 
'« applicd it againſt Difſenters in the Church. 

Ard in p. 20z. after he had made him Advocate- General for 
Schiſmaticks, by an Oration put into his mouth, and pronounced be- 
fore Se. Auſtin, Cyprian, and other great oppoſers of Schifm, thus 
he ſpeaks, Fudg now, Rear, whether the ( auſes of the preſent Sepa- 
ration, as they are laid down ty my Adverſary, do net equally defend 
the Donatiits in their cchiſis; and his making ſo light of Sghiſm, 
aorh not give encouragement to men to make more, But I ſhall nqt ſend 
bim ſo far back, as Auſtin and Cyprian for better inſtruftionyn this - 
matter; but I ſhall ſend him to one whoſe Writings he is bettqy ac- 
quainted with, even My. Baxter. \ 

And in page 304 the Dr. compares him with Andrelinu, of 
whom Eraſmus Tays, *© That he was a good Poet, but his _ 

wante 
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« wanted one ſyllable, and that was »is in. Enghſbrains 3 and this 
becauſe Mr. 4. had laid, That National- Churches deſtroy the being 
of - other Churches under them ; which (ſays the Dr.) 1 utterly deny 5 
and there wants nothing but proof, 

To all this I ſhall reply as followeth; If - Mr. eA. do intermix 
any pleaſantneſs in his diſcourſe,*tis preſently condeained as trifling, 


£.S 


and he compared with Carmen and Porters. lf he give his Readers . 


any divertiſement, by intermingling ſome Wit and Fancy with ig 
Reaſonings, he is {currilous, .and compared to Martin (an Author L 
confeſs that I never had the misfortune-to read - but ke is (iffict- 
ently famed for railing). If he interſperſe alittle ialtneſs among his 
Ratiocinations, he is ungentile, and a-Buffoon , which is the 1 itle 
wherewith a Gentleman hath lately graced him in a Reply to his 
Book. What ſhall Mr. 4. doin this cafe ? and how ſhall he pleaſe 
theſe Gentlemen? -Would they: have:him turn. fool to humour 
them, and lay afide his Wit: ( which makes his Writings the more 
ſavoury and grateful ) to do them a plezfure? .1 do not find -that 
thoſe that have replied to him, have laidany obligation upon--him to 
do them ſuch a kindneſs; and I think he. will be loath to purchaſe 
their favour and good will at ſo'dear a rate. | 


But Mr. A. hath interpreted the Greek, Phraſes, before mention- 


ed, otherwiſe than Chry/oſtome, Theodoret, Theoplylatt, and St, Au- 
fin :2and what then! -is he the only perſon that hath interpreted 
Texts of <cripture, contrary to the opinion and judgments of thoſe 
Fathers ? do not all Expoſitors almoſt do the ſame ? do not the Pa- 


pifts (though otherwiſe obliged by -the- Decrees of the. Council of 
Trent) do it? does not the admired Hugo Grotins do it? and I: 


dare lay, this excellent Dr. himſelf underſtands very many Texts 


of Scripture in other ſenſes than the ancient Fathers did expound 


them. Whether Mr A. have rightly interpreted the Texts in. Con- 
troverlie, I will not determine; but this I will ſay, he may be a 


Learned man, though ne may have expounded them otherwiſe than | 


_ St. Chryſoſtome, St, Theodores, &c. 
Whether the univerſal current of all Expofitors be.againſt the 
Dr's ſenſe of his Text, as Mr. A. affirms, I know not (for my Li- 


brary is not furniſhed with all the Commentators in the world) 


nor will.I ſay, that Mr. 4. did look into l/anchy himſelf, and 


not tranſcribe what he quotes from Mr. Pooles Synopſis ; but this I 


think I may ſay, that I fee no convincing evidence that Mr. A. 


did not peruſe that Author himſelf, and tranſcribe the words ſow | 
im 
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him, and not from Mr. Poo/; and therefore I humbly conceive the 
Dr. hath affirmed, or at leaſt infmuated more than he hath proved, 
vig,, that Mr. A's quotations are tranſcribed from the Syzopfir Cri- 
ticorum, and not from the Authors themſelves. But if Mr. 4. muſt 
be a Pigmy in Learning, what honour is it then for the very great 
and learned Dr. to beat and overcome him? | 
Let it be granted therefore for once, that Mr, A.is not the moſt 
learned or beſt-read man in the world, and that there are ſome, yes 
many that have learned and read much more than he; but what 
then ? he may be a Maſter of Reaſon, and a man of ſome tolerable 
judgment, notwithſtanding thoſe defefts ( or elſe many great men, 
and {ome that are in great reputation for wiſdom, mult be num- 
bred among Dolts, and fit in the Claſſis of Fools) he may be able 
to underſtand the (enfe of a Text of Scripture, and the dependance 
and connexion of it with the precedent and conſequent Veiſes, 
and the ſcope and deſign of the Avthor therein, Thele things may 
be done by men of competent underſtanding ( and 1 think that 
will be granted to Mr. 4. ) though they never read all the Books 
in the Bodleian Library, or in ſome that are more meanly furniſh- 
ed; and *tis ſome mens opinion, that the greateſt Readers are not 
always the moſt judicious men; and thatif tome very worthy men 
had read leſs, they Might have underſtood more. Hence I think 1 
may infer, that though Mr. 4. ſhouid not have read St. (hryſo- 
feme, &c. nor many modern Commentators, yet he may be ca- 
pable of expounding a Text of Scripture with the probability of 
truth, as well as thoſe that have read them all. 
And whereas it hath pleaſed the Learned Dr. to entitle him Ad. 
vecate-General for Schilmaticks,1 am net ſatisfied that Mr. A.hath 
given any juſt reaH5n for it. *Tis true he hath ſaid, that fone little 
and petty inconveniences ariſing from the levity and volubility of 
mers minds, is more eligible than theenflaving mens judgments and 
conterences, and furrendring their reafon to naked will and plea. 
fure , even as *tis better to have a rational foul, though ſubjeR to 
miſtakes, than the {ul of @ brute which may be managed with a 
Arong bit and bridfe, as you plea. Dhis is the fenſe of Mr. £5 
words in his Preface 4 and what hurt is there in them ? Do not all 
Proteſtants ipeak the lame language ?. And is itnot better that men 
err in fome Yhings, than that they put out their eyes, and fee 
withYhote of orher mens, dlindly following their conduR, and ſub- 
mUITRp ard affentiagte all their jons Þ 
But 
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But the Dr. will ſay, Is Separation by reaſon of the levity of 
mens minds only, a ſmall or petty inconvenience? In anſwer 
whereunto, I would diſtinguiſh of Separation. There is a Separa- 
tion that proceeds upon reaſons apparently true, and ſuch is the Se- 
paration of Proteſtants from the Church of Rowe; and this is a 
great and neceſſary duty : There is a Separation that proceeds up- 
on probable reaſons, which ſometimes arg not cogent nor conclu- 
ſive, and yet they may be ſuch as honeſt and upright minded men 
may note able to free themſelves from being entangled and fetter- 
ed by them- This is an inconvenience, and whether it be great or 
{mall, I know not how *twill be avoided in this ſtate of weaknels 
and imperfetion, but by remedies worſe than the diſeaſe, But 
that which to my apprehenſion ſeems the beſt way of avoiding it is, 
Let nothing he made neceſſary to Communion in Churches, but a 
few plain neceſſary things, and this would certainly put an end to 
the moſt of thoſe Diviſions and Separations that have, and do vex 
the Chriſtian Churches, and the Church. of England eſpecially 
and particularly : But there is a Separation that proceeds upon 
reaſons apparently falſe; ſuch is the Separation of the Socinians 
from the Reformed Churches, and ſuch is the Separation of many 
in the Church of England. This is intollerable, and by all prudent 
+nd Chriſtian means and endeavours to be repreſſed. By Separati- 
on here, I mean not barely refuſing Communion, but ſetting up new 
Churches in oppoſition to thoſe they have forſaken, 

But it may be enquired further, Whether Separation upon pro- 
bable, weak, and unconcluding reaſons, be not ſinful? I anſwer, 
Yes: but what if it be? there is ſome difference in ſins, as moſt men 
believe, and [ſee no great reaſon to doubt of it 5 and "tis my opt- 
nion, that neither all Sinners, nor all Schiſmaticks, that are truly 
ſuch, muſt be ſent to the Mines, or to the Galleys. In brief, God 
will make a difference between Sinners at the day of Judgment 3 
and I do believe, that the Governours of Churches, both Civil and 
Eccleſiaſtical, ſhould make fome difference between them here. In 
the mean time, I would not be thought either to excuſe, or encou- 
rage unjuſtifiable Separations. 1 would that the ſmfulneſs of ſuch 
Separation ſhould he laid open with all its juſt aggravations, and 
that all juſt means be uſed by the Miniſters of the Goſpel, to pre- 
vent and hinder it, yea, and Sy by the Magiſtrate too 
but if Separation cannot be prevented (I mean ſuch as proceeds up- 


on probable, but not - concluding reaſons )) by thoſe endeayours, .it 
D * muſt 
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muſt be endured; an-inconyenienice being more digible than a mit- 
chief; and many things are, and muſt be ſuffered in all focicties, 
that are not, nor ought not to be approved. Such was divorce in 
the Fewsſh Commonwealth, and fome things elſe in that, and other 
ſocieties of men, | 

If it be ſaid, that the Church of Exgland doth not impoſe any 
thing upon its members by meer authority, as the Church of Rome 
doth, nor doth it force them to reſign their reaſon to naked will 
and pleaſure, nor command belief of thoſe notorious falſhoods 
which that imperious and Apoſtate Synagogue of Satan doth. I. 
anſwer, *tis readily granted (and' we bleſs God for it), that this 
Church doth impoſe nothing that is apparently and grofly falſe ; 
it commands no Idolatrous Worſhip, no. opinions contrary to the 
common ſenſe of mankind, no invocation of Saints, Prayers for 
the dead, no Pilgrimages to Shrines, no ridicu!ous or fottiſh $u- 
perſtitions: but though it impoſe nothing groſly falſe, fooliſh or 
Superſtitious, yet ſome men think (and I know not how to confute 
them),that it impoſes ſome things dubious, uncertain, and-unneceſſa- 
ry,fromwhich theClergy cannot diffent,but thercby they ſhut them- 
felves out of their office, and become uncapable of exerciſmg their 
Miniſtry with the countenance and proteQtion of the Laws. And 
if the Laity doubt the truth of any of its [Impoſfitions, and do puh- 
liſh their donbts, and will be pertinacious in the defence of them, 
they are liable to excommunication, and all that is confequent unto 
it: and im theſe things this Church is peremptory, and admits of no 
indulgence; Subſcribe,or Preech not the Goſpel;fpeak nothing ty the 
difparagement of any thing mn the Do&ring, Ditcipline, or Liturgy, 
or you ſhall be excommunicated, and given up to the Devil. Thus 
it ſpeaks, and this is its Langvage. 

| doeafily grant, that this Church pretends not to Infallibility, 
as the Church of Rowe doth; but in wharfoever it determines, it 
avows it fe f not miſtaken or deceived : And what is the diffe- 
rence in effeR, between a Church that aſſumes to it felf the title 
and approbation of Infallible, and a Church that ſays, I am not 
miſtaken in my Determinations and Impoſitions? Suppoſe two 
perſons, one a Neſtortan, the other an Emtichian; the one propo- 
ſes in certain Artictes, his DoQ@rine, fo as confounds Chrifts Na- 
tures, and withal tels you, he is Infailible, and you muſt ſubfcribe 
to, and acknowleds the truth of it, or prepare your ſ{clf for the 
Axe-or the Gallows : the other propoſes his Dorine, fo as he 


divides. 
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divides Chrifts Perſon, but pretends not tobe Infallible, bay lays, 
his DoQrine is true, and he is not miſtaken in'it, and *tis at 


your pleaſure, and in your choice either to ſubſcribe it, or pre-* 


pare your elf for the Mines of Peru and the Indies, The Ap- 


plication is obvious, and every one can make it without my manu- 


duction, or direAion; 


But let me not be faid to defame this Church; I have ſaid al-- 


ready, that it impoſes nothing . groſly and apparently falſe, but 
only ſome things unneceſſary, and uncertain, LI will add ftrre, 
the penalties impoſed upon thoſe that refuſe to own, and/ac-* 


knowledg, or do defame its determinations, are not ſo ſevere, 


nor fanguinary, as in the Rowan Church , nor peradventure fo 


certainly and ſeverely executed”; but whether the peremptory - 


impoſing things Goubtfol, controverted , ufeleſs, and unneceſſa- 
ry, upen the legal and eſtabliſhed penalties, be not tyrannical and 
| imperious, would deſerve a little conſideration. Why muſt all 
M inifters be obliged to ſubſcribe to all things in the 39. Arti- 
cles, Liturgy, and Book of Ordination, as containing nothing 
contrary-to the Word of God ? Why muſt they ſubſcribe 
the 20th Article, concerniug the power of the Church to or- 
dain Rites and- Ceremonies ? Why muft they aſſent to the 8rþ 
Article, where *tis" faid , that the Athanaſian Creed ought 
throughly to be received and believed ? why muſt the falvarion 
of Infants being baptized, and dying before the commiſſion of 
aQuezl' fin, -be acknowledged as certain by the Word 'of God ? 
and why muſt they affent to, and fabfcribe the lawfulnefs. of the 
ule of the Croſs in Baptiſm, with more that might be menti- 
oned ? Are theſe things certam, and fo clear and obvious, that 
an honeſt man can't doubt of them? Are theſe things neceſſa- 
ry? Cannot a man be a Miniſter, or a Chriſtian that doth not, 
nor cannot believe them? This cannot, or at leaft ought not 
to be imagined or. affirmed 5 why then doth the Church of 


Enoland require Miniſters to ſubſcribe unto them ? and why © 


muſt none of the Laity diſpute the truth of them ? What rea- 
fon can be alledged for it, but its own good will and pleaſure ? 
I know no other that can be given of it, thither it muſt be 


referred at laſt. And whether this be not to exerciſe an Em- © 


pire over the judgments and conſciences of met , and to 
command the ſurrender of their reaſon to' naked will and plea- 
fure, F leave to conſideration. - It hath the 'likene(s . and appeat- 
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ance of it; and how- the Church of Empvend. will. fairly free 
themſelves of 'it, I do not:yet difcern 3; I  wonld be-glad 'to ſee 
it done; for the exercife of Empire over the coniciences of 
men in uncertaity and unneceſſary things, is a very evil and 
mifchievons thing, an Engine-of the Devil, by which I do believe 
he hath done more miſchief in the Church of God, than by 
all the Heathen perſecutions 3 and I know no end is ſerved þy 
it, unleſs it be to-choak conſcientious men; for all men of con- 
_—_ are not Latitudinarians,. nor like to be in. my. apprehen- 
10n. 

The ſum of what I have ſaid in theſe three laſt Paragraphs, 
is. this; Mr. A. hath ſaid, ſome little and petty inconveniencies 
ariſing from the levity and inconfſtancy of mens minds, is more 
eligible than the proftituting mens conſciences, and reſigning 
them- to the naked wills of men, which is no more than moſt 
Proteſtants have ſaid before him, - 44 

Separations are various ſome proceed. upon reaſons apparent- 
ly true, and thefe are a neceſſary duty ; ſome proceed upon 
reaſons. apparently falſe ,, and theſe are greatly ſiaful-and- intol- 
lerable 4 others proceed upon probable reaſons, which. though 
ſpecious and fair, yet are not concluding, theſe are not without 
fin, yet. muſt be endured, - an inconvenience being- better than a 
miſchief: And this, 1 conceive is the ſeparation which the Der. 
ſays. Mr. 4. makes very light of, which yet I do not betteve, 
unleſs it - be comparatively, and for the ſake. of which I do not 
think-him worthy of the appellation of Advocate-general for Schil- 
maticks. m 

The Church of England doth not. pretend. to: be infallible, 
but is as peremptory in its determinations as if it were. It impo- 
ſes nothing grofly falſe , and againſt common ſenſe- and reaſon, 
but it- requires things unneceſſary and uncertain, with an un- 
yielding rigour, and this looks like tyranny; and if the Church 
of England think it ſelf defamed by that infinuation, it may. vindi- 
cate itſelf if it can. | ; 

To: the Drs. infinuation, that Mr. A. is not much acquaint- 
ed in. the Writings of Cyprian and St. Auſtin, and that he 
hath been. more converſant in thoſe: of Mr. B. I might en- 
quire where is: the Proof ? and what evidence. doth this Learn- 
ed 'man.produce for the confirmation of it ? I-have looked his 
Book. all -over-, but I can find none:, .nor-:do I. imagine __ 
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hath given occaſion ta/the Dr. to think ſo: ?tis true. Mr. .A: 


doth nor quote thoſ: Fathers in his Book; but doth it follow 
from thence, that he never read them ? There are many Books 
which the Excellent Dr. himſelf hath never quoted in any of 
his writings 3 but he that ſhould infer from thence, that he ne- 
ver read them, would certainly injure and tracuce him, Bur 
Mr. eA. is a Difſenter, and peradventure for that reaſon muſt 
be an unlearned and unread man, whole reaſon muſt be as weak 
therefore as his reading js ſmall, and there muſt be.no more ar- 
gument in his diſconrf!, than there was of Wit or Brains in 
Anarelinus his Pocms 5 ,7'hich, to ſpeak modeſtly, is a fcurrilous 
compariton, and not bec.. ning the Pen of the Reverend Dr. 

Mr. B. had faid ſom(1ing in his Anſwer to the Drs, Scerm2n, 
of the Peoples Power, 6Fright of chooſing, or at leaſt conſenting 
to the choice of their owfPaſtorsz whereupon he ſays, that Ar. B. 
j3 very tragical upon thinfargument, and keeps not within tollerge 
ble bounds of diſcretion Fin pleading the Peoples Right or Cauſe 
againſt Magiſtrates, Patrons and Laws, p. 307. Andp. 329. he 
lays, Ir. B. i unſatisfied with any Laws that are made im this 
matter : and in the ſame page he ſays, that one would think by 
Mr. B's Doftrine, all Laws about Patronage are void in them- 
ſelves';, and all Rights of -Advauſon in the King; Noblemen, Gen- 
tlemen, and the Univerſuits, are meer uſurpations, and things utter- 
ly unlawful among Chriſtians, ſince he makes ſuc a perſonal ob- 


ligation to chooſe their own Paſtors, to lie on the People, that they Cane. 


not transfer it by their own Att. 
To which I reply, Mr. B, will be well enough ſatisfied, if the 
People may have the liberty of conſenting to the Paſtor that 


by the Patron is preſented to them 3 and what is there of un- - 


reaſonableneſs in ſuch a deſign or propoſal ? Bleſſed be God 


there are in Englard many worthy Gentlemen that take care of 


the diſpoſal of their Livings, and preſent ſober and learned men 
unto them; and in my obſervation, ſuch perſons are uſually ac- 


ceptable to the People, and they conſent to them without objeRi-. | 


0n.or oppoſition; but then it muſt be acknowledged, that there 


are many others that take no care of the diſpoſal of them, ſome- + 


are Papiſts, and give their Livings to the nomination of their Ser» 
vants, and they fell them to whomſoever will give moſt for them ;- 
others -are prophane Senſualiſts, and fuch men will preſent vitious, 


debauched perſons, Picty and a fober Converſation may preclude,. 
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but will never commend a man to their preſentation. And what if 
For theſe reaſons, and more that might be mentioned, the people 
had a conſenting power permitted to them? are the Rights of Pa- 
tronage invaded or abdicated, injured or deſtroyed thereby ? Hath 
not the Biſhop power in ſome cates to refuſe the Clerk that is pre- 
ſented to him for inſtitution? and is the Patrons right evacuated 
by it? Surely no, I never heard any ſuch thing affirmed, or pre- 
tended; andif the Patrons right may be preſerved with a power 
of juſt and reaſonable difſent and conlent in the Biſhop, it may be 
alſo preſerved with the ſame power in the people: Are not Pa- 
trons right preſerved, unleis they may impoſe upon the people ig- 
norant and ſcandalous Miniſters, that are neither able nor willing 
to Preach the Dodrines of Faith and Godlineſs? are not their 
rights preſerved unleſs they have the liberty of preſenting whom 
they liſt, and fending them ſuch Preachers, as inſtead of being en. 
ſamples to the flock in Piety, Juſtice, Charity, and Sobriety, ſhall 
be enſamples of Impiety, Cruelty, Injuftice, and Intemperance un- 
to them ? | 

If it ſhould be ſaid, that ſuch cannot procure Orders, nor Inſti- 
tution from the Dioceſan : 1 anſwer, *tis in vain to diſpute againſt 
fenſe and experience z and men will never believe that cannot be 
done which they ſee done before their eyes; and the Biſhops are 
cheated by Certificates and Teftimonials, for there are few men fo 
bad, that cannot find others as bad as themſelves, to vouch for 
them. | 

And if this liberty were granted to the people, I am not appre- 
henlive of thoſe evil conſequences that the Dr. feems to fear, who 
tells vs, Where a Pariſh us divided in their opinions about R eligion( as 
we know too many are at this day ) all the ſeveral parties, Anabap- 
tits, Quakers, yez and Papifts, as well as others, wall put in for a 
ſhare in what concerns their ſouls, and conſequently chnfe a Paſtor each 
party to themſelves, andthe Incumbent that ts legally intitled to the pro- 
fits of the Living. may paſſeſs them, and the people may follow the con- 
dutt of other Guides, even ſuch as themſelves have choſen. 

For | would propoſe that this Liberty might be legally granted 
to the people, and that their confent and diſſent ſhould be limited 
by juſt Rules, and upon equitable Reaſons, and that our Superiors 
might {uperintend them in the exerciſe of it, and-ſce that they do 
not abuſe it. For {arely there is ſome difference between the uſe of 
Power, Liberty, and Priviledg, and the abuſeof it; and one = 

e 


(29) 
be reſtrained, without taking away the other, The abuſe of the 
peoples liberty in the choice of a Quaker or Socinian, or a Papiſ 
for their Teacher, may be reſtrained without depriving them of tne 
liberty of refuling a wicked, ſcandalous, ignorant wretch, or chu- 
fing an honeſt, pious, learned, ang ſober man. Cannot the Learned 
Dr. reftrain his Daughter from chufing a prophane Sznlualift(whoſe 
God is his belly, and hath nothing brave or generous in his foul );or 
her Husband, without depriving ker of the liberty of conufing aa 
honeſt, worthy, brave, and virtuous man ? And this I think is all 
that Mr. B. defires, at leaſt this would fatisfie him; and I know 
not why the Learned Dr. repreſents this opinion or deſire of Mr. 
B. in fo monſtrous and odious a manner, unleſs it be to make him. 
an offence to Noblemen , Gentlemen , Univerſities, and all ſuch as. 
have right of Patronage belonging to them, | 


Page 371. The Author of the Letter out of the (ountrey (lays 
the Dr.) lays the foundation of the Separation upon the force of 
ſcruples, mighty ſcruples, ſcruples of a long ſtanding, and of a large- 
extent ;, ſcruples that there-1s no hopes to remove, without ſome very 0 
verpowering impreſſions on mens minds, To which the Dr. replies, 
I am ſo much of another mind, that I think, a little impartiality, and- 
due conſideration, would ds the buſineſs. 


I cannot be fo uncharitable as to believe, that none of the Dilſ- 
ſenters do impartially confider the things in controverfie between 
them and the Church of England, and which are the grounds, of: 
the preſent Separation, when they do ſolemnly profeſs the contrary, 
with appeals ro God who ſearcheth the hearts, and trieth the reins; 
and *tis {evere to give them the ]ye in ſuch a caſe, where*cis certain. 
we are no competent or capable. judges. But ſuppoſe they ( at leaſt - 
{ome of them ) ſhould not impartially conſider ( and *ris no eaſie 
matter either for Conſenters or Diſſenters to lay aſide all partiali- 
ty ) what will be inferred from- thence ? Muſt they not be endu- 
red upon the earth ? Are they inſufferable in the Land ? If all were 
baniſhed, imprifoned, or hanged, that are guilty of no greater fins 
than a little partiality in confideration, there would be few Confor- 
miſts or- Nonconformiſts left in this Nation: But peradventure it 
may be no great fault to. be partial in the conſideration of other 
things, when to. be partial in conſidering the grounds and reafons 
of the preſent Separation, isati unpardonable fin, and not to be for- 

| given. 
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given in this world, whatever it may be in the world tocome, 
Though the Dr. ſeems to think it a thing of no great difficulty 
to cure mens {cruples, in the words above-mentioned, and in ſome 
others in the following page; yet he ſpeaks to a contrary fenſe,p, 
3. of his Preface, where he tells us of the almoſt invincible 1910- 
nce of ſome weaker people, and the uncurable biaſs of ſome mens 
minds. Is the almoſt invincible ignorance of weak people eafily re. 
moved? yes, ſaith the Dr. Honeſt men may be..cured of their exrors 
and miſtakes. But how is it to be done ? why, by bringing them to a 
better temper, and to more judgment, p.372. I thoughtto; but how 
ſhall we do that ? Are the almoſt invincibly ignorant, made judici- 
ous upon eafie endeavours? And are thoſe that have incurable by- 
aſſes upon their minds, brought to a better temper of mind with a 
wet finger ? I know not what the Drs. experience is, but Iam ſure 
'tis otherwiſe in mine, and in many others. I find it impoſſible to re- 
move the ignorance, and take off the prejudices anc .byaſſes of 
ſome peoples minds, humanely fpeaking, as the phraſe now is; and 
the reaſon is obvious,- I can bring them light,. but-I cannot give 
them eyes. I can propound reafon and evidence ſufficient,asI think, 
to remove their fears, ſcruples, and prejudices z but | cannot. give 
them underſtandings to apprehend and perceive the cogency,weight 
and ſuſaciency thereof. Mens underſtandings are of as many differ- 
ing degrees and ſizes, as their faces are of differing ſhapes and fea- 
tures; and what one man can perceive and underſtand, another can- 
not do. One man can ſee the ſmalleſt needles or hairs, another can- 
not ſee them, theugh it were to ſave his-life, Beſides, there are pe- 
culiarities in the underſtandings of men 5 how they came there, -[ 
will neither enquire nor determine ; but that there are ſuch things, 
cannot be denied. The DoAtine of Calvin in the five points, to 
ſome men ſcems utterly irrational , and contrary to the common 
ſentiments of mankind, and all that they read and hear for the 
alteration of their apprehenſions, raakes no impreſſion or change up- 
on them. Others there are that have the ſame apprehegſions of the 
Doarine of Arminiws in thoſe points ; and the like I might. ſay of 
many other Controverſies in Religion. Mens minds ſeem inclined 
to embrace one part of the Controverlſie, by a peculiarity of frame, 
remper, and diſpoſition z and in this caſe*tis a mighty difficulty to 
prevail with ſuch men to alter their apprehenſions , if not impoſſi- 
ble. Which things being premiſed. and certain, I think not thoſe 


words of Mr. B. fo ſevere as the Dr, ſeems to imagine them, :viz- 
That 
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That he that thinks bis own or Whers Reaſonings will ever. change all 
ths truly honeſt Chriſtians in the Land ( as to the unlawfulneſs of the 
th:nos impoſed ) knowerh ſo little of matters, or of men, or of con- 
ference, thit he ts unmect to ve a Biſhop or Pricſt : for is not he fit for 
t2ar Office, or thoſe. Employments, that doth not know, that the 
me#firres and degrers of mens uncerſtandings are almoſt infinite ; 
«nd that they will never agree, unlets it be ina few plain, great, 
and neceſfcry rhings, and that in multitudes of lefſer things they 
will differt for ever; and that (in this diverſity of underſtandings 
'tic impoffible it ſhon'd be otherwite ; and that under this diverſity 
of amrrelienfions, there will be ſore diverſity of praftifes too , 
whor- men feer Gd, and have a vaiue for their own Conſciences, 
and the fuggeſtions thereof ? ig he fit to bear the Office of a Bi- 
ſhop, or a Prie#t, that iS ignorant of theſe things ? ſurely he is very 
lirtle acquainred in the grezt yariety and imperfeions of humane 
n.inds, that thinks, that all Chriſtians will ever be of one mind in 
many lefſer things : anc he is as little acquainted with the Conſci- 
ences of men, that thin's ho! et Chriſtians will be of the fame 
przQice, where their jodgmen:s are fo much divided. I will con- 
clude this Paragraph with the/p!lowing Story, which will ſerve to 
evince the incurablenct: of ſame peoples jealouſies and ſcruples 
and Pledo it in the words of q perſon that ſentit to me, know 
a Gent'ewoman whoſe Parents *were of the Congregational perſuaſs- 
on, and ſuch was her education, n vertheleſs after her marriage 
( ber husband being conformable ) ſhe accompanied him to the publick, 
worſhip of God, and this ſhe did for ſome years; but all this time 
her ſcruples, and ber fears, ard the jealouſres of her Conſcience did 
ſo plague and torment her, that ſhe had little or no comfort un her life, 
yea, he- bodily health was very much weakned, and impaired by the 
perturbations of hey mind: this ; gw been her condition for ſome years, 
a* length fre forſook the publick and eſtabliſhed worſhip, betook, her ſelf 
to a Congregational Church, and now lives in peace, and tollerable 
h:alth. The Gentlewoman, 1 do believe, 3s truly pious and conſcienti- 
ors, and: doth avow, that could ſhe be ſatisfied of the lawfulneſs of 
attending on the publick, way of. worſhip, ſhe wonld do it with all her 
heart. Hir reaſon and arguments may be eaſily anſwered, and ſhe 
may be ſilenced, and, one would think,, her judgment ſatisfied but 


her ſcruples return ag-in like a Torrent, and ſhe cannot reſiſt _ . 
E and, 
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and, in plain Engliſh , are incurable , without ſome very great 
and transforming impreſſions from above. Ani this is no rare or 
ſingle caſe, but what often occurs, as thoſe men know that converſe with 
the conſciences of Chriſtians. 


The Dr. returns again to the Author of the Letter out of 
the Countrey, pag. 376. and thus he ſpeaks concerning him, 
The main farce of what he ſaith ( i. e. the Author of that Letter ) 
lyes in this, that thoſe that cannot conquer their ſcruples as to Com- 
munion with our Church, muſt euther return to the ſtate of Paganiſm, 
or ſet up new Churches, by joining with the ejebted Miniſters, To 
which the Dr. replies, This is new Dottrine, and never heard of 
in the days of the old Puritans; for they ſuppoſed men obliged to 
continue in the communion of this Church, although there were ſome 
things they ſcrupled, and . could not conquer thoſe ſcruples ; and 
this they ſuppoſed to be far enough from Paganiſm. 


The old Puritans did ſuppoſe, that thoſe that ſcrupled A4:- 
aiſterial communion , were obliged to continue as Lay-men in 
the, communion of this Church : But what is this to thoſe that 
{cruple Lay-communion, which is the cafe of many now in Eng- 
land? And what ſhall theſe people do? they muſt either com- 
municate againſt their Conſciences, or joyn with the ejeed 
Miniſters, or live as Pagans ; and which it is the Dr, will ad- 
viſe them to, I cannot tell ; but *tis poſſible we may know here- 
after.. If he ſhould Tay , they muft put off their- ſcruples, and 
communicate with the licenſe and approbation of their eonſci- 
ences ; I ſay ſo too, ?Tis their duty to endeavour it : but 
what if after all the endeavours they can uſe, they cannot dif- 
entangle their minds from them , what ſhall they do then? I 
beſcech the Learned Dr. to give ſorhe direRions to theſe ſcru- 
pulous perſons in this caſe. 


| In the ſame Page the Dr. deſires to know, whether as of- 
Lonful men do fer wpie joyning with others 2 therr ſeparation be 
lawful ? 


And 
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And I do defire ts know, whether al unlawful ſeparati- 
on be intollerable ? and whether all Schificaticks, that are tru- 
ly ſo, muſt be imprifoned, ruined and undone, or ſent to Cau- 
caſmu, and the Caſpian Mountains? When the Dr. hath an- 
lwered this enquiry, peradventure he may receive an Anſwer t9 
the other, if he cannot anſwer it himſelf, 


" The D. adds in the fame, and the following Page, If it 
be lawful to ſeparate as often as wen ſcruple the lawfulneſs of 
joyning in communien with our Church , *tis in vain to talk 
of any ſetled Conſtitution, whether Epiſcopal, Presbyterian, or Inac- 
pendent, for this Principle overthrows them all, 


To which I anſwer, I do not: think it lawful to ſeparate 
as often as men ſcruple joyning in communion 5 yet I do be- 
lieve it lawful to tolerats ſome unlawful ſeparations, yea 
and neceſſary too z but let no unneceſſary occaſions of ſcru- 
ple and ſeparation be ' given. Let no ſeparations for the 
ſake of undoubted truths, and the great eſſentials of Faith 
and Godlineſs be allowed. Let the Congregations in the Na- 
tion be furniſhed with pious and holy Miniſters, and ſome diſci- 
pline exerciſed in them, and *twill be found that the number 
of Separatiſts will not be great, and a ſtop will be put to the pro-- 
oreſs and encreaſe of them, and a few years will redute them 
almoſt to none : for if. the Cauſes of Separation be looked in- 
to, they will be found to be the [impoſing and requiring of 
| unneceſſary and doubrful things ,* ignorant and ſcandalous 
Preachers, and undifciplined Churches. Whether theſe things 
will jftifie it, I will not ſay 3 but that they are the main 
{auſes of it, cannot be denied by any conſidering man. And 
if theſe be not removed, Separation. will be continued , unleſs 
the Popiſh method of Cure be undertaken, ( viz.) Fire and 
Faggot, Racks and Tortures, Confiſcations and Puniſhments, 
which certainly are Remedies that were never taught by Chriſt 
Jeſus, the Lover and Saviour of mankind ; but by the Devil, 
the great enemy, hater and deftroyer of them. 


E 2 * And 
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And let me add further, that I ſee no reaſon to infer, that tolera- 
tion of Separation upon tolerable ſcruples, will deſtcoy all Go- 
vernment in the Church: for I think there was a Government 
in the Church, when the Novatians were tolerated buth at 
Rome and Conſtantinople for ſome hundreds of years, as the Do- 
or. very well knows; and I hope we have a Government in 
the Nation, though ſome men tranſgrels the eſtabliſhed Laws 
thereof, yea and are permitted ſo to do. with impunity. Yet 
I would diſtinguiſh between Separation in the buJ and blof- 
ſome, and Separation ripe and grown, as *tis with us in Eng- 
land; and I would ſay, that fome things may be done, and 
ſome ſeverities uſed to cruſh and prevent the encreaſe of ir 
when budding; which may not be done to extinguiſh and root 
it out when its grown and encreaſed , and the number of th: 
that ſeparate, is very great and numerous. Some few ſingle Schil: 
maticks (not that are made ſuch by unneceſſary Impoſitions, 
but ſuch as make themſelves ſuch by unreaſonable and unwar- 
rantable ſcruples and obje&Rions ) may after the uſe of admo- 
nition, teaching, and infiruion, and a patient waiting for the 
ſucceſs of them, be treated with ſome rigor and moderate 
harſhneſs. But thouſands and ten thouſands are too many ei- 
ther to be laid in Gaols, or ſent to the barren deſerts of - 
rabia, or other Countre;s at lefſcr diſtance from us. 


Page 378. The Learned Dr. wonders that none of thoſe who 
have undertaken to defend the cauſe of Separation , have taken 
any care to put ſhop to it , or to let us know where we may fic 
and ſee an end of it : which ſcruples are to be allowed, and what 
not , and whether it be lawful to ſeparate, as long as men can go 
.0n in ſcruples, and ſay they cannot conquer them ? 


Mr. B I ſuppofe, is one of them which the Do@or be- 
lieves hath undertaken to defend the cauſe of Separation 3 and 
I wonder the DoQqor ſhould not obſerve that he hath taken 
Care to put a ſtop to it, and let us know what ſcruples are to 
be allowed, and what not. Hath he not ſaid over and ; over, 

even 
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even to times without number, That a difference is to be made. 
betwixt tolerable and intolerable icryples and errorsz berwixc 
{cruples that may be defended by probable reaſons, and fuch as 
have nothing to be-.pleaded on their behalf, but apparent an 
obvious falſhoods; betwixc fcruples about unnecefſary and d11- 
putable things, and ſuch as are about neceſſary and undoubted 
truths, and ſo owned and confcfſed by all Chriſtians ? and in fſay- 
ing this, he hath told us what ſcruples are to be allowed, and what 
not; and where to put a ſtop to Separation, *Tis true. thele 
are but general rules to dire& us by, in judging of allowable and 
unallowable errors and ſcruples, and where and when to put a 
ſtop to Separations z but the application of them to particulzr 
cales, is not difficult; and fince errors and ſcruples are i:-finite, 
I hope the Dr. will not, nor doth not expe that Mr. 5axter thould 
name all particularly that are tolerable and intolerable ; this 
were to ſet him an Employment that might laſt to the worlds 
end, if he could live ſo long, and would prevent his writing 
of Books to the offence of his Conformable brethren z3 but, I 
think, would pleaſe many of them very well, who are willing 
to be rid of him and his Books, | 


But Sir, I have, in obedience to your commands, put my Sic- 
kle too far into other mens Harveſts; and therefore will here put 
a period to my Remarks. Beſides, I hear Mr. B. hath replied to 
the Learned Dr. and that his Book is abroad in the world, though 
I have not ſeen it as yet, living, as you know, at a great diſtance, 
and in a ſwall Village that hath little commerce with London. I 
know you will pardon all the faults and imperfe&ions of theſe haſty 
Linesz and when you haye read them, do what you pleaſe with 
them: Iam, | 


SIR, 
0 
Your very true Friend 


and Servant, 


